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Flanders   

Wallonia 

Brussels

The regions



 Dutch-speaking

German-
speaking

 French-speaking

The Communities



• Flemish Minister for Education and Training:

responsible for education policy from nursery 
to university level inclusive

• But! The Federal authorities hold the powers:

– to determine the start and end of compulsory education 

– to establish the minimum conditions for obtaining a diploma 

– to determine education staff pensions 

Flemish education 



The different levels 



percentage laaggeletterde leerlingen van 15 jaar, PISA enquête 2009



         

                                                         INFORMATION OF ILLITERATE´S ADULTS IN: FLANDERS

Introduction, Illiterate´s adult rates, main aspects, profile, (ARIAL 16) 

Survey of adult skills PIAAC 2012 taken from OECD skills outlook 2013









         

                                                         
INFORMATION ABOUT NATIONAL POLICIES 

FOCUSED ON ILLITERATE´S ADULT EDUCATION

In the Flemish Community

    -het Vlaams ondersteuningcentrum voor basiseducatie (VOCB) (Flemish 
Support Center for basic education) 29 centers in Flanders and Brussels

In the French-speaking community:
      -some schools for social promotion
      -some OCMW's (Centers for public welfare)
      - Associations for alphabetization (like 'Lire et écrire')



         

                                                         GOOD PRACTICES DEVELOPED IN YOUR COUNTRY IN THE FIELD OF 
ADULT LITERACY 

1. Literacy is increased by a targeted approach in compulsory 
education and innovation in adult education

2. Literacy is horizontal focused in the policies of Welfare, Culture, 
Work and Media

3. Structural partnerships for literacy are developed

4. Literacy practices and literacy policies become more 
professional



         

                                                         GOOD PRACTICES DEVELOPED IN YOUR COUNTRY IN THE FIELD OF 
ADULT LITERACY 

Adult education consist of three levels of education:

-Adult basic education;

-Secondary adult education;

-Higher vocational education.



Adult basic education

• Dutch as a second language literacy
• Dutch as a second language (NT2)
• Mathematics
• Social Orientation
• Information and communication technologies 

(ICT)
• Introduction in English and French



Secondary adult education

• General education

• Construction

• Commerce

• Decorative techniques

• Languages (levels from 1 to 4)

• Dutch as a second language (NT2)

• Tourism

• Food; etc



Dutch language Houses

• Do not offer adult education themselves.
• They work together with: Centers of adult basic education, all 

centers of adult education providing courses of Dutch as a second 
language (NT2), VDAB centers, SYNTRA, University language 
centers, etc.

• The organize and co-ordinate the intake, testing and referral of 
applicants and participants for and in the NT2 courses. 

• The Dutch Language Houses are spread in the same way as are 
the welcome offices with which they co-operate closely in order to 
integrate the non-Dutch-speaking newcomers.



Civic Integration 

Welcome office 



Inburgering = Civic Integration

Career Orientation

Personal Guidance

Social Orientation

Dutch language



• Adult “newcomers” and “oldcomers”

 Foreign nationality or Belgian nationals 
born abroad

 Registered within  a Flemish or  Brussels 
municipality

 Residence status with  a prospect of long-
term residence 

Target groep



• Practical  knowledge about Belgium

• Attitude

Social Orientation



Publications



Publications



Soaps for illiterate learners –Dutch language 
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